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SUBJECT: SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL FISHERIES AGENCY (SPREA) 

REF: A) STATE 138676 B) WELLINGTON 02909 

1 . 1 TALKED TO EOREIGN MINISTER OLEWALE ABOUT EISHERIES 
MATTERS THIS MORNING AND ONCE AGAIN HE WAS DISINCLINED TO 
GET INTO A DISCUSSION. WHEN I BROUGHT UP THE SUBJECT OE 
THE SUVA CONFERENCE HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW HOW IT WAS 
GETTING ALONG, BUT WAS THINKING HE MIGHT TELEPHONE BEN 
SABUMEI TO ASK. I TOLD HIM THE USG VERY MUCH HOPED THAT 
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AN ACCOMMODATION COULD BE REACHED IN SUVA. HE SMILED 
EAINTLY AND NODDED. I SAID THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO ALL 
PACIEIC NATIONS THAT AGREEMENT SHOULD BE REACHED AT SUVA. 

HE WAS SILENT. I REFERRED TO HIS COMMENTS TO ME ABOUT 
THE IMPORTANCE OE PNG'S SOVEREIGNTY AT MY COCKTAIL PARTY 
LAST WEEK AND SAID I WANTED TO ASSURE HIM THAT THE USG 
HAD THE GREATEST RESPECT EOR PNG'S SOVEREIGNTY. HE 
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SMILED FAINTLY AND NODDED. I POINTED OUT THAT INSOFAR 
AS US TERRITORIES IN THE PACIEIC WERE CONCERNED, THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SPRFA WOULD AFEECT US SOVEREIGNTY 
JUST AS IT AFEECTED THE SOVEREIGNTY OE PNG. HE SMILED 
FAINTLY AND NODDED. 

2. 1 RAISED THE QUESTION OE THE "VOYAGEUR " SAYING I HAD 
INFORMED WASHINGTON THAT IT WAS IN PNG WATERS AND 
WASHINGTON HAD INDICATED CONCERN ABOUT ITS LICENSE. I 
SAID I HOPED VERY MCUH THAT A LICENSE WOULD BE ISSUED. 

I POINTED OUT THAT THE CONSEQUENCES COULD BE VERY 
UNPLEASANT FOR ALL CONCERNED IF IT WERE DENIED A LICENSE 
AND THEN BEGAN TO EISH WITHOUT ONE. (A DEFENCE FORCE 
PATROL BOAT RECENTLY PULLED IN A JAPANESE TUNA BOAT 
WHICH THEN PRODUCED A LICENSE IN COURT AND WAS DISMISSED. 
THIS SUGGESTS A WORRISOME EAGERNESS ON THE PART OF THE 
DF TO PROTECT PNG WATERS.) OIF, WALE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW 
THE STATUS OF A LICENSE FOR THE "VOYAGEUR " BUT WOULD LOOK 
INTO THE MATTER. HE SAID NOTHING ABOUT A BILATERAL 
FISHING AGREEMENT, ALTHOUGH HE HAD AMPLE OPPORTUNITY 
TO BRING UP THE SUBJECT. 

3. COMMENT: THE DISINCLINATION OF THE PNG TOP LEADERSHIP 
TO DISCUSS THE FISHERIES AGENCY WITH AMERICANS IS 
EXASPERATING, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE WILLING TO DISCUSS 
US PARTICIPATION WITH OTHERS. BEFORE THE FISHERIES 
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GROUP ARRIVED I TOLD THE PRIME MINISTER I HOPED HE COULD 
SEE THEM AS I THOUGH IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR HIM TO HAVE 
AN EXPLANATION OF US FISHERIES POLICY PROM A VERY 
KNOWLEDGEABLE GROUP. HIS REACTION SUGGESTED THAT HE 
DID NOT WANT TO SEE THEM, BUT WHEN I PRESSED, HE AGREED. 
HOWEVER, WHEN WE TRIED TO SET UP THE APPOINTMENT WE WERE 
TOLD HE WOULD BE OUT OF TOWN THE DAYS THE PISHERIES GROUP 
WAS HERE. THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (ALSO MINISTER FOR 
PRIMARY INDUSTRY) ORIGINALLY REFUSED TO SEE THE FISHERIES 
GROUP UNTIL I INTERVENED AND PUT THE PRESSURE ON HIM. 

AT THE MEETING HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WOULD LISTEN BUT 
NOT DISCUSS. HE BECAME SUFFICIENTLY INTERESTED TO ASK A 
FEW QUESTIONS AND MADE A FEW COMMENTS, BUT CLEARLY HE 
HAD NOT INTENDED TO DO SO. IT SEEMS EVIDENT THAT IN 
THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH AMERICAN OFFICIALS THE GPNG 
LEADERSHIP WANTS TO TAKE REFUGE BEHIND THEIR EXPATRIATE 
ADVISORS, WHO ARE ONLY TOO EAGER TO DEBATE WITH US. 

4. OLEWALE'S COMMENT THAT HE DID NOT KNOW HOW THE 
SUVA CONFERENCE IS GOING MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN 
CORRECT. WE KNOW THAT DABB IS FULLY INFORMED (AND 
DISCOURAGED) ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THE CONFERENCE, BUT 
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DABB IS AT HOME WITH A SPRAINED ANKLE AND MAY NOT BE 
KEEPING OLEWALE INEORMED. DABB IS NO LONGER SAYING THAT 
GPNG WILL NOT JOIN THE SPRFA UNLESS IT FOLLOWS THE PNG 
PATTERN. INSTEAD HE IS NOW SAYING THAT THE GPNG WILL 
HAVE TO MAKE A POLITICAL DECISION ON WHAT IT WILL DO. 
OLMSTED 
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